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and social ease.1 The Shehaabs, descendants of a collateral
tribe of the Qureish, remained entirely Mohammedan until
about the middle of the eighteenth century, at which time
the Lebanon branch became Maronites. The Hasbeya and
Rasheya branches on the slopes of Hermon are still Moslems.
The fame of the terrible and beneficent rule of the Emir
Beshir, who was at the height of his power a century ago,
still lingers in the mountains. Old men have told me tales
of his appearance which they had heard described by their
fathers. He was short of stature, but had the head of a
lion, with flaming brown eyes and a shaggy beard falling
to the waist, the hairs of which stood on end when he was
enraged. Once a man seeking to curry favor with the
prince said to him: "My lord, yesterday on the fearsome
plain of the Buqa'a I met a woman whom I knew not,
walking alone and covered with jewels. 'How dare you
thus fare abroad alone 1' I asked her. 'Know you not/
she answered, 'that the Emir Beshir rules in Lebanon?'"
"Take the dog away/3 roared the emir, "and give him forty
lashes for speaking to the woman!"
The complete disappearance of feudalism can be no bet-
ter illustrated than by the present condition of the numer-
ous Shehaab emirs, some of whom are so impoverished
that they have become drivers. One of these recently had
a "fare" who bargained to be taken to a certain Lebanon
village and back again. Impatient of the slowness of the
horses, the traveller had been loudly cursing the coachman
all along the route, when, on approaching the village, the
latter, who had been taking the verbal onslaught quite
passively, pulled in the reins and leaning back said gently,
"Would your excellency mind leaving the rest of your
curses for the return journey ? This happens to be my own
village, and I arn still prince here."
There is another family of Maronite emirs in the Leba-
non, namely, the house of Abu Lemm'a, originally Druse,
but turning Maronite Christian shortly after the "con-
version" of the Shehaabs. These princes had become so
1" Recollections of the Druses of Lebanon and Notes on their Re-
ligion/' p. 37, by the Earl of Carnarvon (London, 1860).

